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he was connected were not conducted in conformity with his views, can imagine the manner in which he received the order to retire. Never at a loss for expletives, and with feelings wrought up by the attendant circumstances, Hancock was not at all loath to express his condemnation of the policy, which, from his standpoint, was not only plainly unnecessary, but, in the end, must prove disastrous. His was a difficult position to occupy, so far as he personally was concerned. After receiving the order to withdraw, rendered more imperative from the fact of its being a reply to his request for authority and troops to enable him to advance, his first duty as a soldier was to obey. His judgment rebelled against such a course, and urged him to remain and make one more effort to secure the adoption of his views. The responsibility was great; but he assumed it, trusting to events to justify his course. Another staff officer was sent back, bearing a most urgent appeal from Hancock for assistance, and more fully explaining the importance of his position. Taking out his watch, Hancock, in conversation with the writer, remarked, * It is now two o'clock. I shall wait till four; if no reply reaches me from headquarters, I will then withdraw.'
c' The moments flew by till an hour had elapsed since the departure of the last messenger, and still no reply from headquarters. Hancock's impatience, of which he has ever seemed to have an inexhaustible supply, increased with each passing moment. But little was going on in his front save the usual sharpshooting between skirmishers at long range; 3ret each discharge of a musket seemed to add to the anxiety of him whose imperturbability has never rendered him remarkable.
";A fourth staff officer was despatched at a gallop to hasten, if possible, the expected and long-hoped-for message from ' Old Bull/ as General Sumner was familiarly termed by the entire army. Messenger after messenger was ordered upon this errand, until the hour-hand marked the hour of be over there on the right/
